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Dcv Mr. Campbel!: 

'fhank you for your August 1 letter outlining coocuns with thia agency's policy on the 
use of intrastate violations in tbt s k t y  rating process. The Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA) is committed to providvlg a safc and efficient transportation 
system, and 1 am pleased that the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) has 
reaffirmed its commitment to the reduction of accidents and injuties. Both the CVSA 
and PMCSA havc a long history of mutual cooperation and I trust that ow allim~c will 
continue to be one of common understanding and support. 

The policy mmarandmn in question was issued to addrcss legal concerns and recent 
court decisio~s, and by no means reduces FMCSA's commitment to our FedcraYState 
partnership. We remain commitled to providing leadership and assistance to State, 
Canadian, a d  Mexican enforcement personnel and to thc use of all safety-related data. 
As but one example, FMCSA uses inlmsbtc accidcnt and safety-related data to ass ip 
Motor Canier Safety Starus Mearmrement System (SafcStat) scores. The Sawtat score 
i s  our pointer system to prioritize motor carriers for on-sitt reviews. We provide our 
Molor C h a r  Safety Assistance Program (MCSAP) partners with W c d  Safestat lists 
evcry 6 months. Both FMCSA aud our MCSAP parhers use the lists to identify motor 
carriers for safety compliance reviews and to confim.SafeStat rankin:: &tr When a 
carrier is in noncompliance, enforcement oficials arc encouraged b first educate the 
cmier and bring it into compliance with the F e d d  Motor Carrier Safety Regukdtions or 
compatible State regulations. Penalties may be issued where attanpts to bring about 
compliance fail. 

SafcStat scores rely heavily upon input fjom your members, as they provide accident and 
roadside safety inspection data. CVSA's continued commitment to the Safestat process 
is an *pal part of FMCSA's enfbrccment process. The policy in question docs not 
change the need far intrastate data Nor dots the policy reduce the importance of 
CVSA's members in our process. 



I look h a r d  to our mtttinucd working relationship in support of our mutual and vitally 
important mission--truck and bus d t y  on the Nation's highways. I trust that my reply 
sufficiently addresses your concerns. 

Sincerely yours, 

\z:;sb 
Assistant Administrator and 

Chitf Safcty Officer 


